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1 . 
Remember the laſt time I waited on 


you, you expreſs'd a very Chriſtian 


Concern at the Diſorders of the Pluy< 
Howſe ; you lamented its having ſo much 
the Aſcendent of the Town, land the 
Countenance of Figure and Fortune. Y ou 
ſcem'd to preſage, that theſe Nurſe- 
ries of Licence and Atheiſm, would, if 
unreſtrain'd, prove fatal to the Nation; 


make us ripe for Deſtruction, and pull 


down ſome terrible Vengeance upon 
our Heads. Being thus uneaſie in your 
Proſpect, and particularly ſolieitous 
for the Conduct of your Family and 
Relations, you were pleas'd to deſire 


me to draw up ſomething by way of 


Preſervative, in as narrow a Compaſs 


as poſſible. For as you, obſerve, in 


| Caſes of Conſcience and Morality, ſome 
People are fo frightfully nice and im- 
patient, that you muſt either cure them 
extempore, or not at all; The Bill muſt 


be ſhort, and the Medicine quickly 


ſwallow'd, or elſe they'll rather dye, 
than come under the Doctor. | 


Sir, waying other Reaſons of Re- 
gard for you, rage Requel proceeds 


from 
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from ſo commendable a Motive, that 
upon this ſingle Score, think my ſelf 
oblig'd to endeavour your Satisfaction. 

And here give me leave to ſuggeſt 
to you, that having already in the View 
of the Stage ſpoken pretty largely to 
this point, it will be impoſſible for me 
to purſue the Deſign without falling 
upon ſome of the Thoughts of that 
Performance: And. ſince the Argu- 
ment is thus foreſtalF'd, your Candour, 


I queſtion nor, will make a Proporti- 


onable Allowance. | 


To begin; The bad Complexion, 


and Danger of this Diverſion, may be 


ſer forth 

Firſt, From the repreſenting Vice 
under Characters of Advantage, Diſlo- 
lution of Manners, is the greateſt Fa- 
vourite of the Modern Mwſes : To be 
thorough paced in that which is III, is 


View of the chief recommending Quality. A 


the Immo finiſh'd Libertine ſeldom fails of ma- 


rality of king his Fortune upon the Stage: Thus 


3 Chap 8 qualified, there is great Carc taken to 


5. Sb. furniſh him withBreeding and Addreſs : 
He is preſcntly put into a Poſt of Ho- 


nour, and an Equipage of Senſe; and 
if he do's the Worſt, he is pretty ſure 


of ſpeaking the beſt Things I mean 


all 


the moſt lively and entertaining. - And 
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all to hold forth this profitable Inſtru- 


&ion, (for ſo they muſt be interpreted) 


That. Lewdneſs and Ixteligion are the 


true Teſt of Quality and Education. 
Ifta Man will be juſt to the Intefeſt of 
Reputation. he muſt throw off tlie Re- 
ſtraints of Virtue, ſet up for à Sceptick, 
and launch boldly into a Courſe of 
Vice. For it he will be brow-bitten 
by the other World, and over-Aw'd 
by the Whimſies of Conſcience, this 
is the VVay to pals for a Clown, to 
taint his Blodd, and almoſt make fin 
Diſclaim'd at the Herald”: Office * And 
that this wholeſome Doctrine may be 
the better received, the Poets have Aken 
care to raiſe their Ban and Arrier-Ban 
upon all that's Sacred and Solemn, ind 
to perſecute Virtue under every Ap- 
pearance. And when they make bala 
with a Character of Religion; they ne- 
ver fail of ſne wing it clumſcy and ridi- 
culous. Such a Perſon muſt be an O. 
riginal in Untowardneſs, the Jeſt o 
the Company, and put incoall the Dif. 
guiſes of Folly and Contempt. Aod 
when is thus banter'd, and 
Virtue dreſs'd up ih Antick, when 
Lewdneſs appears in Cireumſtances of 
Credit, and makes ſuch a ſhining Figures 
when Rewards and Puniſhments are 
Wy under 


66) 
under ſo juſt a Diſtribution, che Go- 
vernment of the Stage mult needs be 
| ſurprizing regular, and improve the 
| Audience to Admuration / 

' Secondly, Another Reaſon for the 
HE Diſſuaſive, is the intolerable Profaneneſs 


of the Stage. And here not to menti- 
on their Swearing in all the Exceſſes ot 
Diſtraction, and making bold with the 
Name of God on the moſt trivial and 
ſcandalousOccaſions: This tho horrible 
enough, is the leaſt part of the Charge, 
Their Courage on this Head is of an 
b amazing Size: They are Hero's beyond 
| any thing upon Record, and inamanner 
E new in their Defiance: They 
ave attemped as it were to ſcale the 
Sky, and Attack the Seat of Omnipo- 
| Yiew of rence ; They have blaſphem'd che At- 
E he w tributes of God, ridicul'd his Provi- 
| Chap, 2. dence, and buclesqu?d the Ola and New 
and 5, Teſtament. Theſe infernal Salleys 

4 ut me in Mind ofa late Inſtance of Re- 
olution in one of their Fraternity ; I 
mean the Man that acted feptha's Rasb 
Fow, or the Virgin Sacrifice in Smith- 
field. The Subject of this Farce is 
taken out of the Book of Judges: And 
to piece up the Entertainment, and it 
may be to make the Hiſtory ridiculous, 
"there are ſeyeral duſſooning Character: 


n 
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70-' || tagg'd to the end on't. Now can there 
be be a more Irreligious Inſolence than 
the to mix the moſt ſolemn, and the moſt 

ridiculous Things together; to proſti- 
the tute the Inſpired VVeittings in Places 
cls of Infamy, and ro furnith out a Droll 
iti- from the Sacred Hiſtory, I hope it will 
ot be the laſt time the Bible will be ſhown 
the for a Sigbt at Bartholomew- Fair. 
ind I am unwilling to fay any more upon 
ble this Matter: To ſuppoſe the Outrage of 
ge, ſuch a Practice ſtands in need of Satyr 
an and Aggravation, is a Reflection upon 
2nd the Common Sente of a Nation, and 
ner looks as if we were blaſted in our Un- N 
ney derſtandings. | 2 
the Thirdly, The next thing I ſhall re- 15 
po- mark is the Indecency of their Lan- 8 
At- guage : And here the Engliſh Poets, 3 
vi- and Players are ſtill like themſelves 5 85 
Vew they ftrain to a Singularity of Coar- Is 
eys neſs : the modern Theaters of Europe A 
Ne- are meer Yeftals to them: They out- 3 
81 do the Liberties of Greece and Rome, the 2 
1b Ages of Ignorance, and the Precedents If 


n 


ih. || of Heatheniſm, The Laſesviewſueſi of r 
is double Entendres, and remote Glances Stage, | 5 
ind wont ſerve their Turn: To flaſh a lit- Chap. 1. 


tle upon the Imagination, and appear 1 


in the Twy-light, is not Miſchich, e- 


nough, No: They love to have their 
e Senſe 
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Senſe clear and determin d: They la- 
bour for Perſpicuity, and ſhine out in 
Meridian Scandel. They make the 
Deſcription rank, bring the Images 
cloſe, and ſhow the Monſter in its full 
Proportions. And by this Stench the 
Spirits are inſenſibly ſeiz d, and the 
N the Company often (uffers. 

hus the Impreſſions of Modeſty wear 
off, the . and 
the Memory furniſh'd with Ammuniti- 
on to play upon the Conſcience. And is 
this. Ale Bao Chriſtians? s this 
ſuitable to that Mglineſs of Doctrine, 
to that Sobriety o Thought pie crib'd 
by the Goſpel, or to that Taſt of Sa- 
tisfaction we expect inthe ther world : 
Can the Ladies be Entertain'd Nah 
ſuch Stuff as this? Thoſe that Dre 5 
their Diet, would make us belicyc their 
Palates are ſtrangely out of Order. To 
Treat the Reſervedneſs of their Scx, 
their Birth and their Breeding wirh 
Smut and Ribaldry, is, to ſpcak ſoftly, 
incomprehenſible Manners. In ſhort, 
it will be ſaid, and therefore I ſhall put 
the Caſe 5 either the Ladies are pleaſed 
with the Indecencies of the Stage, or they 
are not: If they are, cis a bard Impu- 


tation on their Virtue: It argues they 
have ſtrangely forgotten the 


Engage- 
ments 


— — . . noe re none 


| (99 5 
la- I ments of Aeptiſes, the Maxims,of Edu- q 
- cal jon, znd the egards of their Cha- 


— — — — 
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he racter. "Tis a {80 rhey are ſtrongly þ 
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zes Jeizg by the In c(tion, and that the 


all T okens are almoſt ready to break out. # 

he IN 7f they "uh wer pleaſed, twill be enqui- 

he led why they come there? why they 

rs. | yencure upon a Place where they mult 

ar expect to Have e 

nd I ſnock'd, their Averſion put into a Fir, 

ti- Hand their Blood call'd up into their Fa- 

lis ces? who would undergo ſo much Fa- 

15 tigue of F ancy and Mortification? The 

ic, - Fei i without Doubt the wrong 

d lac for Diſcipline; and ſuch Pen- | 

a- nange it often repeated will never paſs 

d: for good Earneſt. Thus the Dilemma 7 
bears hard towards the Ladies: And for 

75 my Part, I Confeſs, 1 have not Logick | 


ir enough to Diſengage tben. 2 
0 vurthly, We mult not forget the In- - 
x, Ncorrigibleneſs of the Stage; This is a 1 


h [Farther Aggravation of their Diſorder: 

y, ITbeir ill Plays have been ſome of them 

t, FExamin?d, their Licentious Extrava- 

ar ance mark'd, and repeated Inſtances 

4 produced upon them. In ſhorc, the 

ex [Ulcer has been Diſſected, the Crimi- 

1— als dragg'd out, and the Blaſphemy 

y FExpos'd. The Poets, tis true, rallyed e of 
c- Ppon the Detcar, and made the molt of the Stage, 
ts 8 CACIT : 


| TE 9 | F 
their Matters. Bur finding the Cauſe 
roo groſs and defencelefs, and that the 
fo:ce of Truth would prevail; they H. 
have ſince lay'd down, and left the BY v5/ 
Field. But this is not all; The Player: pre 
have met with farcher Inſtruction: it 
The Laws have been let looſe upon ÞÞ an- 
them; They have been diſciplin'd at I ye 
Weſtmmſter- Hall. However, all this arc 
Conviction and Diſcouragement wont (ca 
do. They are Proof againſt Reaſon and i fto 
Puniſhment, againſt Fines and Argu- hi: 
ments, and come over again with their I go 
old Smut and profaneſs. One would! 
think by their deſperate Puſhing, they PI 
were reſoly*d to exterminate Religion, w. 
and ſubdue the Conſcience of the King-Þ up 
dom. And I muſt needs fay, their Hof 
Meaſures are not taxen amiſs, They off 
have without Doubt pitched upon theſf to 
moſt likely Expedient to make Vice] an 
abſolute, and Atheiſm univerſal. ev 
And as it the old Batteries were too ſu 
weak, They have ſtrengthened the ve 
Attack, and levied Recruits of Muſick H 
and Dancing beyond Sea. There was alc 
great Occaſion, on Queltion, to draw} do 
down more Forces upon Fleab and blood; ¶ in 
and to ſpring a new mine to help ſtorm pr 
rhe Senles, and blow up the Paſſi uns to 
- Combultion ! And when People arc 
A | chus 
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Sov ih | 
thus thrown off their Guard, and dil- 
arm'd of their Diſcretion, the Play- 
Howſe is admirably furniſh'd with Pro- 
viſion ro Seize the Advantage, and im- 
prove the Opportunity. For what is 
it but the common Receptacle of Vice, 
and the Rendevoux of Rakes and Strum- 
pets? I don't mean all the Company 
are ſuch. But this 1 may ſay, that 
ſcarce any Quarter is fo plentifully 
ſtock'd. Now who would truſt his 
his Health in a place ot Mortality, or 
go to the Peſt- Houſe for Recreation? 

What then, muſt we never ſee a 
Play? And where's the Harm on't, if 
we don't, Cant we take an ill Thing 
upon Report, without the Curt. ſity 
of Experience? Is it not better to ſtand 
off from unneceſſary Danger, than 
to preſs upon a formidable Enemy, 
and run the Hazird ofa Defeat? How- 


| ever, if young People are ſo uneaſy ar 


ſuch a Reftraint ; if they will needs 
venture, let them fortifie themſelves at 
Home, and rake the Guard of Religion 
along with them: Let them go as they 
do to ſec an outlandiſh Monſter, once 
in their Life time: Let rhe Play be 
preſcribed them by Perſons of Con- 
duct and Sobriety : Ina Word, let the 
Snake be frozen, and the Poiſonas much 
dilutedas tis poſſible. ©, And 


View of 


chap. 6. 


| 39 Eliz. 


(125) 
And after all, I don't p retend ragive 
a Licence for ſeeing the Play- Houſe 
though under the Cautions above- 


mention d: But if People will ruſh 


forward, and ſtand the Event, I only 
deſire to direct the Motion, and ſuggeſt 
the ſafeſt Way. n ee 

Fifiblyj, The Pla- Houſe has been 
look*d on as a publick Nuſance, cenſur'd 


and diſcountenanc'd by Charcb and State, 


and that in times both Ancient and Mo- 
dern. . 


To give ſome I nſtances in the State. 
The Republick of Rome, before Fu- 


lus Ceſar opt the building of a Thea 


ter, being fully convinc'd, that this 
Diverſion would bring in foreign Vice, 
that the Old Roman Virtue would be 
loft, and the, Spirits of the People e- 
maſculated. This wiſe Nation made 
the Function of Players ſcandalous, 
ſeiz'd their Freedoms, and threw them 
out of Privilege and Reputation. 

To come down to our own Conſti- 


Goa ke rution : the Players are forbidden te 


Act, and ſcatter their Infection through 

the Kingdom, under very ſevere and 
infamous Pe nalties. And in the Reign 

of the Famous Queen Elizabeth, there 

was an Order of Queen and Council, 

to drive the layer: out of the City and 

ef L.iiberties 
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iberties of London, and to pull down 1 ,o. 
he Theaters, which was Executed ac- 7. | 
ordingly. ' In France ſome-tew Years View o 
thee the Iralian Players were expell'd. che St £ ; 
he Kingdom, and now the French Srage-chap. 6, _ 
yes under Excommunication. The 1374 5 
Theaters have been lately ſhut up in N 1 
aly hy the Pope, and in the Territories 1 
of Brandenburg b, by the King of Pruſe. 3 
s. And fcyeral Evropian” Countries | 5 
would ne ver endure them in any Form, 1 


xr under any Regulation. 2 
As to the Church, the Players ſtand. 
ondemn'd by ſeveral Councils of 

great Antiquity and Credit. And the 

not Celebiared and Primitive Fathers 4 \ 
ave declaimed loudly againſt the Stage 

with all the Zeal, Force and Rhetho- 
ick imaginable, So that if the ſtrong- 
ſt Precedents, either Church or State, 
vill make any Impreſſion upon us, if 
ye have any Regard for the Wiſdom 
nd Piety of the beſt and moſt conſi- 
jerable part of Mankind, if Authority 
vill move us, it Reaſon will convince ke 2 
s, if Experience will reach us, we 1 
ave the ſtrongeſt Motives imagi- 3 
able to ſtand off from ſuch dangerous 
found. | og mY» 

To this I may Obſerve inthe. 

Sixth Place, That ſuch ſcandalous 

Diverſion 
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d our Minds, and diſpirit our Devotion. 
I the Stage once gains our Fancy, the 
Service ef God will grow burthenſome 


for Eſteem and contempt to ſtand to- 


6149 


Diverſion muſt of Neceſſity untune 


and heavy. And when a laſcivious 
Song becomes reliſhing, a Plalm will 
be a flat Entertainment. ls it poſſibleÞ 


gether, and can we, reverence that 
which has been our Sport to ſce deſ- 
piſed? To ſpend the Week at the Play. 
Houſe and come to Charebon the Sunday, 
looks little better than F 2 wm and Gr1- 
mace. Theſe two Places are ſtrangely 
hoſtile and counter-qualifying : For 


what Communion has Light with Darkneſs, ſhabl 


to Conſent and Approbation. To de- 


. and what Concord has CHRIST with Peię 


Belial? If we fit thus in the [eat of the WW 
ſcornful, tis in vain to approach his Pre- Magi 
ſence, and to tread his Courts. 4 

And therefore in the 

Laſt Place, I ſhall add, That to fre- 
quent the Play- Houſe is plainly incon- 

ſtent with che Duties and Character 
of a Chtiſtian. For, not to repeat what 
has b-en ſaid, the Guilt of the Place 
muſt in a great Meaſure fail upon the 
Audience; To be prefent, after warn- 
ing, at the Abuſe of Religion, amounts 


light in ill Company is to become pre 


5 oo 
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tion. 
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ſſible 
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ic; and all People are Principals in 


?fofancnicls, as well as in Murther. 


very one knows 'tis the Compan 
har ſupports the Play- Howſe. ith- 
zut a numerous Audience they would 
\e fore d to dis band, to ſurrender their 


zuſineſs, and, it may be, be diſcoura- 


ed into Reformation. What then? 
re we to aſſiſt ſuch Places of Liberty 
nd Profaneneſs with our Purſe and 
derſon? Muſt we keep up the Credit 
of Debauchery ? Muſt we make a Con- 
ributrion for Blaſphemy, and raiſe a 
Tax for the Government Below ? To 
ountenance ſuch practices muſt inevi- 
ably communicate the Guilr, and 
eighten the Provocation. And when 

ickedneſs is thus flaming and out- 


gious, we cannot expect but that Ven- 


geance will quickly follow. 


od's Judgments in the terrible Tem- 
peſt : Terrible beyond any thing in 
hat Kind in Memory or Record; For 
not to enlarge on the lamentable Wrecks 
ind Ruins, were we not almoſt ſwept 
nto a Chaos? Did not Nature ſeem 


o be in her laſt Agony, and the World 
cady to expire? And if we go on ſtill 


n ſuch Sins of Defyance, may we not 
dc afraid of the Puniſhment of Soden, 
nd that God ſhould deſtroy us with 
ire and Brimſtone. VVhat 


We have lately felt a fad Inſtance of 
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What Impreffion this late Calamity 
has made upon the Play- Houſe, we may 
edeſs by their Acting Macbeth. with 
all ics Thunder and Tempeſt, the ſame 
Day : Where at they mention of the 
Chimnies being blown down, ( Macbeth, 
p- 20 the Audience were pleas'd to 
Clap, at an unuſual Length of Pleaſure 
and Approbation.“ And is not the 
meaning ot all this roc Inielligible ; 
Does it not look as if they had a Mind 
to out · brave the judgment? And make 
us believe the Storm was nothing but 
an Eruption of Epicurus's Atoms, a 
Spring · tide of Matter and Motion, and 
a blind Salley of Chance? This throw- 
ing Providence out of the Scheme, is 
an admirable Opiate for the Conſcience ! 
And when Recollection is laid aſleep, 
the Stage will recover of Courſe, and 
go on With their Buſinels effectually. 


Thus, Sir, I have lay'd before you 


what I have to offer upon this Occaſion, 


and am, 


4443 


Tat moſt humble Servant. 
December 10, | 
1 . 
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